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Talia Kirsh, Scenes of Liberation (2014)  
 
Gallery 102 at The George Washington University presents: 
Sensorium: The Art of Perception  
December 1- 12, 2014 
 
Opening Reception: Thursday, December 4, 6:00- 8:00PM 
Symposium: Thursday, December 4 and Friday, December 5  
 
Washington DC – Gallery 102 at The George Washington University (GWU) presents Sensorium: The 
Art of Perception, a multi-sensory exhibition exploring ideas of wellness, alternative therapies and the 
imagination. Sensorium will open at Gallery 102, 801 22nd Street NW, on Thursday, December 4, and 
will show for two weeks until Friday, December 19. A public reception will take place on Thursday, 
December 4 from 6:00- 7:00 PM and will follow with an artist talk by Caitlin Cartwright.    
 
On Thursday, December 4 and Friday, December 5, Gallery 102 is pleased to host Sensorium: 
The Symposium, which is intended to engage scholars and practitioners from a variety of fields, with 
the ultimate goal of creating a cross-disciplinary dialogue and educating audiences about the diversity 
and accessibility of wellness. The day will be divided between lectures from scholars in the art history, 
philosophy, English, and religion departments at The George Washington University and American 
University; lectures from Georgetown University Medical School; and yoga and meditation workshops 
led by a local yogi and Ayurvedic body worker. Students, faculty and community members from the 
Washington, DC metro area are all encouraged to participate in the events. Please check the 
Sensorium: The Art of Perception Facebook event for the programming schedule. 
 
Curated by Roxanne Goldberg, Sensorium features a smell sculpture, sound installations, videos and 
drawings by New York-based artist Talia Kirsh; drawings by Winner of the 2013 Phillips Collection 
Emerging Artist Prize Sijae Byun; ceramics and a sound sculpture by GWU MFA Candidates Ryan 
McDonnell; and seeing diagrams by GWU MFA Candidate Cassidy Garbutt. Together, the artworks 
create an environment in which visitors are encouraged to remove their shoes, find a space for comfort, 
and explore the potentials of the human consciousness and unconsciousness. A space for both social 
engagement and inner meditation, Sensorium is a respite from the chaos of everyday life, a source of 
inspiration and an opportunity for education. 

 
 

CONTACT: 
Roxanne Goldberg 

Gallery 102 at GWU 
801 22nd St. NW 

Washington, DC, 20052 
(480) 313-7886 

rgold@gwmail.gwu.edu 
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NOTES TO THE EDITORS  
 
Talia Kirsh is a photography and imaging student at New York University Tisch School of the Arts, with 
an interest in dimensions of human perception and interaction, social practices in art history, and 
astronomical phenomena. Her art practice investigates ways in which Eastern mysticism and 
philosophy, holistic medicine, self-healing, meditation, energy healing, Reiki, Shamanism, smudging, 
and Tantra correlate to sound, light and color frequency. Currently, Talia is a performance artist for 
Marina Abramovic’s “Generator” at Sean Kelly Gallery in New York, and a photographer for The Living 
Theater and Den Entertainment. Previously, she worked as a photographer, videographer and editor for 
the Berlin-based artist collective Mind Pirates, and as a photographer for Culture Horde and 
performance art organization Performa. Talia has exhibited at Dunham in Brooklyn, SAVVY 
Contemporary in Berlin, and has translated modern dance choreography for Jason Coosner Dance 
Company into video art, which accompanied dancers in live performances in Los Angeles and Houston.  
 
 
Sijae Byun is a South Korean artist whose work draws inspiration from the idea that the power of 
nature is greater and more effecting than that of the city. She examines both intimate and broad 
conflicts within personal and social experiences and develops situations in which people are placed in 
specific environments, whether natural or artificial. By doing so, Sijae seeks to highlight the changes in 
the human psyche that occur both instantaneously in response to one’s immediate environment and 
over a person’s lifetime. Winner of the 2013 Phillips Collection Emerging Artist Prize, Sijae has had solo 
exhibitions at the Korean Embassy Culture Center, Tally Beck Contemporary in New York, and several 
galleries in Seoul. She has exhibited in group exhibitions in New York (The Armory), Miami (Scope 
Miami), Washington, DC, Virginia, Maryland, Austin, New Orleans, St. Louis, Reno, Seoul, and Italy. 
Sijae earned an MFA from Kookmin University in Seoul in 2004 and a second MFA from the School of 
Visual Arts in New York in 2007. She looks forward to a solo exhibition in Paris in fall 2015.  
 
 
Ryan McDonnell is an MFA candidate and the ceramics and sculpture studio coordinator at The 
George Washington University, where he won prizes for sculpture and ceramics in the 2010, 2011, and 
2012 Annual Awards Shows. Originally from Philadelphia, Ryan previously studied stone carving and 
ceramics at the Corcoran School of the Arts and Design. He has exhibited at many DC venues, 
including the Smithsonian Craft Show, and previously ran a youth sculpture course that included the 
creation of a public sculpture garden at CentroNia, a local charter school in the Columbia Heights 
neighborhood. In 2010, Ryan was a recipient of the Art(202)Journal Young Artist Grant Program and 
was named one of “32 Under 32” by the DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities. While Ryan’s 
practice spans a diversity of media, including ceramics, stone, wood and metal, as well as sound and 
installation, and explores a range of subjects, his current interests involve disability and accessibility. 
His most recent series is composed of functional ceramics designed for people with limited mobility.  
 
Cassidy Garbutt is an MFA candidate and the photography lab manager at The George Washington 
University where she investigates the space between painting and photography. Her recent camera-
less work blends chance processes with intentional decision-making. Once a painting is created, it is 
scanned, manipulated and printed, only to be painted over and scanned again. This cyclical process 
allows for images to appear that were not pre-meditated, but born from the action and labor of their 
creation. Cassidy recently relocated to Washington D.C. from San Francisco where she studied 
painting at San Francisco Art Institute under the mentorship of Liam Everett. She has shown at Will 
Brown Gallery in San Francisco, Sam The Butcher in Marin, and Swell Gallery in Dogpatch. Cassidy is 
a recipient of the Morris Louis Fellowship and is the Public Relations Director for Gallery 102 at GWU.   
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Gallery 102  
 
Gallery 102 at The George Washington University is the research university’s student-led art gallery. As 
an experimental and educational platform for students working toward undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in fine arts, art history, and other fields, Gallery 102 provides an exploratory space for students 
to curate high-quality exhibitions, display artwork, and explore other creative opportunities, which enrich 
the GWU and greater Washington DC communities.  
 
For more information about the upcoming spring 2015 exhibition schedule, please contact 
thegallery102@gmail.com 
 
 
Gallery 102 at The George Washington University, located in the Smith Hall of Art at 801 22nd St. NW, 
is open to the public Monday through Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM.  
 
 
This exhibition was curated by Roxanne Goldberg.  
 
Roxanne Goldberg is an art history student at The George Washington University, with a research 
interest in sound, socially engaged art, art from the Islamic world, historiography, reception history, and 
exhibition design. Her honors thesis is entitled Slavs and Tatars: Connecting East and West. As Gallery 
102 curator, she has produced exhibitions exploring such diverse topics as Brazilian street art, 
Paleobiology, and John Cage. Roxanne is a curatorial intern in the Islamic and South Asian art 
department at the Walters Art Museum in Baltimore, MD and a contributing writer for new contemporary 
art magazine Hi-Fructose. In the past, she worked for KW Institute for Contemporary Art / 8th Berlin 
Biennale for Contemporary Art; Thomas Eller Studios, Berlin; Smithsonian Institution, Hirshhorn 
Museum and Sculpture Garden; International Arts & Artists; Bourgeon Magazine; and ArtSee LLC. 
Upon graduating early in December 2014, Roxanne intends to further develop her curatorial and 
language skills in Berlin, before enrolling in a Ph.D. program to continue her studies in art history.   

	  
	  

 
For Press inquiries and images, please contact:  
 
Roxanne Goldberg, Curator // roxie_goldberg@yahoo.com // 480-313-7886 
Caranine Smith, Gallery 102 Director // cbsmith@gwmail.gwu.edu 
 
Follow Gallery 102 on Facebook (facebook.com/gallery102).  
Join the Sensorium: The Art of Perception event on Facebook.  
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